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HE CONTRAST IS STARK. ALONG
Michigan Avenue, it's all hustle
and bustle, but right above it, 50
floors up, the rooms of a high-rise
apartment radiate serenity and
tranguility.
The apartment, a newly built
duplex, has the sweeping scale of
a large home but maintains intimacy. “The owners wanted
to combine the qualities of their spacious suburban res-
idence with a dty pied-a-terre,” says Chicago interior designer Dale Carol
Anderson. “It took quite a while before we could find a building that
offered the kind of space to do that, as well as something with views.”
Two units were combined to create the space, which also has a 1,200-
square-foot terrace. The structural design, by architect George Papa-
george of Papageorge Haymes Ltd., was downright tactical, turning the
flawed raw space, which had exceptionally low ceilings, into something
elegant and expansive.
“Our greatest limitation was an 8%-foot ceiling height,” says the owner.
“But the architects compensated for this and gave the illusion of height
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by dropping the ceilings in certain areas to create
pockets of light.”

Witness the two-part foyer, complete with gallery
and rotunda. A limestone floor with inlaid granite
accentuates the space, making it majestic; ceiling
coves give an illusion of height. The feeling of expan-
siveness is further magnified by trompe I'oeil walls
that match the floor and a straight stairease cleverly
designed to look curved (the bottom steps sweep out
and the cuive is emphasized with a railing). The lat-
ter innovation, the result of a collaboration between
the architect and the interior designer, pays tribute
to Art Deco and Classical styling.

In fact, a “classical look™ that still managed to “remain contemporary”
was the owner's objective, and to that end she wielded an eraser to fine-
tune the rest of the architectural plans.

But simplicity, the owner's ultimate goal, was achieved by Anderson with
a pared-down, understated decor that manages to be grand in the formal
arcas of the home and comfortably relaxed in its more private spaces.

Oversize sofas sheathed in a matte fabric anchor the living room, sur-
rounding a hand-chiseled granite table so immense it had to be put
together on the premises. Several more seating areas hover nearby, off-
shoots from this axis.

“Scale is important,” says the designer, who keeps things large and
simple. "It tends to unclutter the room and give it a visual sense of
more space.” W






